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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Jan 11 MAPS MEETING
Trowbridge Hall, University of Iowa, 123 N. Capital S t Iowa 
City, IA. Main Lecture Room, #125.
1:00 Board and General meeting
2:00 Program: "Caring for your fossil collection" and a tour of 
the Repository presented by Julie Golden -Curator of 
Paleontologic Collections at Iowa.
This is an opportunity to hear from one of the leading 
curators in the country as well as visit the fifth largest 
university collection in North America.
Repository—  http://fossil.geology.uiowa.edu/
Julie's home page— http://www.geology.uiowa.edu/people/staff/
________ julia/index.html_____________________________________
Feb 8 MAPS MEETING
Trowbridge Hall, University of Iowa, 123 N. Capital St. Iowa 
City, LA. Main Lecture Room, #125.
1:00 Board and General meeting
2:00 Program: "Sabertooth Cats & Their Prey: Extinct
Mammals of the Pleistocene Epoch." by Donald F Johnson 
an amateur paleontologist from Iowa City. Don is billed as 
the "Fossil Guy" in a popular series of Sunday 
presentations for kids at Iowa Hall in the Natural History
________ Museum in Iowa City._______________________________
Sep 11-Jan 1 ANTARCTICA’S INCREDIBLE FOSSILS 
EXHIBIT
Falls of the Ohio State Park, 201 West Riverside Dr., 
Clarksville, IN
Features spectacular fossils collected on Seymour Island by Dr. 
William Zinsmeister, Purdue paleontologist.
Contact: 812-280-9970 or www.fallsoftheohio.org___________
Dec 5-7 4th CONFERENCE ON PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNI­
TIES FOR FEDERALLY ASSOCIATED COLLECTIONS 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
http://hqinetOO 1 .hqmc.mil/hd/doi/main.htm___________________
Mar 22-23 BUFFALO GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY SHOW
“Prehistoric Seas of New York”, Includes fossil exhibits, 
specimen identification.
Sat. 10-6 
Sun. 10-5
Admission $4.00; under 12 Free
Contact: Bob Hoffman 716-681-6875; RJH52089@earthlink.net
Mar 28-30,2003 MAPS NATIONAL FOSSIL EXPOSITION XXV 
-  CEPHALOPODS & AMMONITES 
Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL
Fri., Mar 28 8 am - 5 pm—Keynote Speaker, Dr. Brian 
Glenister @ 7:30
Sat., Mar 29 8 am - 5 pm— Meeting & Live Auction @ 7:00 
Sun., Mar 30 8 am - 12 noon
Information will be included in the December issue.
Mar 26-28, 2004 MAPS NATIONAL FOSSIL EXPOSITION 
XXVI
Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL
Fri., Mar 26 8 am - 5 pm—Keynote Speaker @ 7:30 
Sat., Mar 27 8 am - 5 pm—Meeting & Live Auction @ 7:00 
Sun., Mar 29 8 am -12  noon
Information will be included in the December issue.
992/11 DUES ARE DUE
Are your dues due? You can tell by checking your mailing label. It 
reflects dues received by November 23. The top line gives the 
expiration date in the form of “99year” followed by month~992/l 1 
means 2002/November. Dues cover the issue of the Digest for the 
month in which they expire. We do not send notices but will let you 
know if you are overdue by highlighting your mailing label and 
stamping your Digest. We carry overdues for two issues before 
dropping them from our mailing list.
Please include on your check your due date and name exactly as it 
appears on your mailing label - or include a label.
Dues are $20 per U.S./Canadian household per year. Overseas 
members may choose the $20 fee to receive the Digest by surface mail 
or a $30 fee to receive it by air mail. (Please send a check drawn on a 
United States bank in US funds; US currency; a money order; or a 
check drawn on an International bank in your currency.) 
Libraiy/Institution fee is $25.
Make check payable to MAPS and mail to:
Sharon Sonnleitner, Treas.
4800 Sunset Dr. SW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
EXPO DIGEST ARTICLES NEEDED
Please support this year’s Expo Digest issue by 
sending your articles on cephalopods or ammonites to 
the Expo Digest Editor Charlie Oldham:
Charles Oldham 
7405 West Hwy. 22 
Crestwood KY 40014 
502-241-8755
The Expo edition needs membership support to 
remain the quality publication it has become. So if 
you have ANY expertise on cephalopods or 
ammonites, take some time to write a new article or 
dust off and brush up an old one and send it to 
Charlie.
ABOUT THE COVER
This month’s cover photo was taken by Gil Norris. The 
specimen is a Jurassic nautiloid from England.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD
OCTOBER9
University of Iowa Trowbridge Hall, Iowa City, Iowa 
Present: Allyn Adams, Marv Houg, Gil Norris, Blane Phillips, 
Sharon Sonnleitner, Dale Stout, Karl Stuekerjuergen, Tom 
Walsh
EXPO: In response to a report o f  complaints about the 
Motel Show pre-empting choice fossils at Expo, it was 
noted that it is an independent show, not affiliated with 
Expo, and we have no control over it.
In response to complaints about dealers being sparse by 
Satuday afternoon, the following policy will be stated in 
the December Digest Expo information: “Everyone is 
expected to stay through 4:00 Saturday, and all are 
encouraged to stay part o f  Sunday.” There was 
discussion about asking dealers designate the days they 
are staying and put those leaving Friday in the hall so the 
main floor doesn’t look so empty— no decision. The 
policy o f keeping the show fossil and fossil-related only 
will be strictly enforced. Following up on an issue 
raised at Expo, Gil will ask Wendy Taylor for a list o f  
illegal and banned fossils. The illegal/banned list is for 
dealer information only— dealers are expected to bring 
legal fossils, but no one will police the list. Marc 
Behrendt, table chair, will be asked to include all the 
above information in a letter to Expo dealers.
A volunteer is needed to take over the stamp cancel.
Gil will check with Wendy Taylor about plans for kids 
programs in the old auction room. Jack Bailey will be 
asked to coordinate such programs, and Steve Holley 
will be contacted to confirm his plans to bring his 
travelling museum and give programs for kids.
Dates for 2004 are March 26-28.
DAVID JONES GRANT: University o f  Iowa’s Julie 
Golden will be asked to report on their proposal at the 
January meeting.
STR1MPLE & RICHARDSON AW ARDS: Dale
received a letter in the spring informing us Glenn 
Crossman was not selected for the Strimple Award, and 
his nomination time was now expired.
DONATIONS: The following donations were approved: 
Paleontological Society— $2,000 
Paleontological Research Institute— $750 
Strimple Award— $100 
U. o f Iowa— $250 to support a paleo purpose
SUMMER PICNIC AND FIELD TRIP: We will look at
early September or the 2nd Sunday in June or early June 
for future picnics in the hope o f  avoiding extremely hot 
weather. Those who attended this year’s summer field 
trip had great success— maybe 100 trilobites were found.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD
November 9
Norton Geology Center, Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, Iowa 
Present: Allyn Adams, Alberta Cray, Marv Houg, Gil Norris, 
Blane Phillips, Sharon Sonnleitner, Dale Stout, Karl 
Stuekerjuergen, Tom Walsh
EXPO: Gil reported Wendy Taylor is no longer at the Field 
Museum and is not being replaced. Steve Holley is willing to 
give programs for kids; suggested length is 20 minutes. Brian 
F. Glenister, AK Miller Professor o f Geology Emeritus, 
University o f Iowa, will be the keynote speaker on ammonites. 
Randy Faerber will chair the auction. He asked for helped to 
collect donations from the dealers.
Western Illinois has been asked to find a student to run 
the elevator.
SLATE OF OFFICERS elected by unanimous ballot: 
President: Marvin Houg 
1st V ice President: Dale Stout 
2nd V ice President: Gilbert Norris 
Secretary: Open
Treasurer & Editor: Sharon Sonnleitner,
Director: Tom Walsh (05)
Continuing on the Board are Immediate Past President 
Karl Stuekeijuergen and Directors Allyn Adams (03) 
and Blane Phillips (04).
DONATIONS: MAPS donation to the Paleontological 
Research Institute will be split, with $250 designated for 
programs and $500 for the new museum.
MAGGIE KAHRS’ HUSBAND 
PASSES AWAY
Our deepest sympathy to Maggie Kahrs on the death o f  
her husband Marcel “Dusty” this past summer. Maggie 
is a long-time member who was editor o f  the Expo 
edition o f  the Digest for many years.
NORM LEMKAU PASSES AWAY
Our deepest sympathy to Betty Lemkau on the sudden 
the death o f  her husband Norm. Betty and Norm have 
been members o f  MAPS for many years.
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K(X APPEAL
The Amazing Story of Sue, the Dinosaur 
That Changed Science, the law, and My life
by Peter Larson & Kristin Donnan
“The book anyone who 
loves dinosaurs must have!”
Robert Bakker, Ph.D., 
author of The Dinosaur Heresies
Rex Appeal (400 Pages, Hardcover, $26.95, 1-931229- 
07-4) is available wherever books are sold, directly 
from www.InvisibleCitiesPress.com, or from the 
website http://rex-appeal.com
Both authors are touring the United States in the fall 
of 2002 and into 2003 and are available for interviews 
and appearances. The tour schedule is posted on their 
website. For appearances, contact Emily Webb: 802- 
234-6585; Emily@invisiblecitiespress.com.________
When Peter Larson and his team at the Black Hills 
Institute discovered the world’s largest and most 
complete Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton beneath a 
South Dakota butte ini 990, Larson knew it was the 
find of a lifetime. He had no way of foreseeing that 
“Sue,” as they called the fossil, was about to plunge 
him down a rabbit hole into a topsy-turvy world of 
FBI agents, government prosecutors, powerful 
museums, Native American tribes, and competing 
paleontologists. As Larson began the biggest battle 
of his life—to hold onto Sue and to keep himself 
out of prison—an amazing thing happened. He and 
his Black Hills team began finding more and more 
T. rexes. Reinventing the science of paleontology 
and hitting paydirt again and again, Larson became
a lightning rod for the controversies rocking 
paleontology and the envy of fellow bonehunters 
everywhere.
Peter Larson and his staff are now arguably the 
world’s leading experts on the field collection and 
preparation of dinosaur skeletons. They are 
unquestionably the most successful T. rex hunters in 
history. All told, Black Hills Institute has unearthed 
seven T. rexes—far more than any other 
organization in the world. Peter and his crew don’t 
have university grants or funding, they don’t have a 
staff of hundreds—they don’t even have Ph.D.s— 
yet their work has appeared in the scientific press 
and their story ahs been told in National 
Geographic, Time, Newsweek, The New Yorker, and 
all the nation’s major newspapers. How do they do 
it? As Peter tells us, it’s about passion and 
persistence; it’s about bucking the academic 
establishment, and sometimes even the U.S. 
Government, in the pursuit of discovery.
Kristin Donnan—the reporter for NBC’s Unsolved 
Mysteries who went to South Dakota to cover 
Peter’s struggle for Sue and wound up marrying her 
subject—takes Rex Appeal into the field and into 
the courtroom, telling for the first time the complete 
personal story of the legal battle that eventually 
landed Peter in Prison and Sue in 
Chicago’s Field Museum. Throughout the journey, 
from Peter we hear about the art, science, and high 
technology of creating the fantastic restored 
skeletons we marvel at in museums. Illustrated 
with more than 100 photographs and diagrams, Rex 
Appeal is natural history at its best—educational 
and informative, controversial and groundbreaking, 
but also personal and engaging; it is the most 
complete guide to hunting, restoring, and 
understanding T. rex ever published.
INTERESTING READING
by Jim & Sylvia Konecny
Anyone interested in periodicals about fossils would find 
the monthly publication Fossil News worth reading. A 
sample copy will be sent on request:
Fossil News 
1185 Claremont Dr.
Boulder, CO 80305-6601
For the dinosaur aficionado there is a publication that is 
issued every other month—Prehistoric Times. It is good 
reading even for the all around fossil nut. Sample copy of  
current issue is $7.00:
Prehistoric Times 
145 Bayline Circle 
Folsom, CA 95630-8077
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THOUGHTS ON FOSSIL PREPARATION
By Kent Newman
From The Fossil Record,Derek J. Main, E d ., 7/02
Fossil preparation is something that no one really 
starts out to do as a career, one just kind of falls into 
it. Because of that, each preparator brings 
something unique and special to the table. There 
are no formal classes taught in fossil preparation, 
one learns mostly by trial and error and asking other 
preparators.
There are many kinds of preparators. Some are 
display preparators. These are people who 
specialize in the actual mounting of specimens in 
museums. They have knowledge of structural steel 
and molding and casting for replication of missing 
anatomical parts and a certain artistic and scientific 
flair to suggest a desirable pose. The mounting is 
an incredibly expensive undertaking, tens to 
hundreds of dollars. The person that comes to mind 
as one of the masters of this is Amie Lewis from the 
Smithsonian.
Another type of preparator is the research 
preparator. Their job is more “front end” in that 
they are usually in the field finding specimens, 
extracting them from the ground and getting them 
safely back to the lab. The next step is to “rough 
prepare” them out of the plaster jacket so the 
specimen can be photographed, measured and all 
the anatomical elements identified so scientific 
questions can be asked and answered. This type of 
position requires a good foundation in anatomy, 
carpentry, mapping and geology.
There are no tools engineered and designed for 
fossil preparation; you have to modify and adapt 
other tools designed for other purposes and make 
them fit your use.
The most common tools one would find in a prep 
lab are the Air-Scribe, (a small pneumatic 
jackhammer) and an Air-Pen (a much more delicate 
version of the Air-Scribe). There is a man in Utah,
Bill Murray, who is now marketing these 2 air tools 
with fossil preparation in mind. Another tool one 
might find would be a 4 V2 inch grinder with a 
diamond blade; these are designed to cut through 
extremely hard rock matrix. One should be aware 
how easily a diamond saw blade would cut through 
fossil bone or soft fleshy fingers.
Another device is an Air-Abrasive unit, a mini­
sandblasting unit; (sand is not used as the blasting 
agent but things like Aluminum Oxide). The 
purpose of this tool is to prepare extremely delicate 
specimens that are small and “flatfish” in shape. 
For needle work you want a hard steel that will hold 
a point, (silicon carbide or the like). To properly 
sharpen such a point one must have a “green stone” 
abrasive wheel. Small chisels and a small chasing 
hammer are a must. Many people asked me about 
Dental Tools. I do use them with my work at the 
Shuler Museum, but I modify them for very specific 
purposes. Beyond these types of tools you get into 
hand tools; this is where the experience comes into 
play.
Happiness for me is an old hardware store full of 
strange looking tools that I can in my mind’s eye 
refit and adapt to a new use. I was also lucky in that 
my father had this same passion and that I inherited 
his tools, many of which he made himself on metal 
lathes or belonged to his grandfather.
Today there are many great preparators: Bill
Sanders at Michigan, Bill Simpson at the the Field 
Museum, Amy Davidson at the AMNH, Alex 
Downs at Abiqui and many others I should mention. 
The one that I consider my mentor is Will Downs at 
Northern Arizona University. I could do this the 
rest of my life and not match his skill with a needle. 
He is good both in the lab and in the field. See you 
down the road.
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DIGGING INTO THE PAST AT HAMBURG (OHIO) QUARRY
By Mike Vogel
From Dry Dredgers, Inc. Newsletter, Greg Hand, Ed.
The simple wooden structure just beyond a gated 
fence in the Town of Hamburg doesn’t look much 
like a time machine, but it is. One side offers the 
familiar feel of a wooded landscape shading swiftly 
into suburbia, but step through the portal and you’re 
deep into the past.
Gouged into the gravels and shales beneath soils left 
by a long-gone Ice Age, the former Penn Dixie 
Cement Co. quarry quietly has been building a 
national and international reputation as a place to 
shed hundreds of millions of years. Just a stone’s 
throw or two from Ford’s Woodlawn Stamping 
Plant, the North Street site offers more than 40,000 
visitors a year a chance to explore prehistory and 
discover fossils twice as old as the dinosaurs. “We 
have members in 24 states,” notes Jerold C. Bastedo 
of the Hamburg Natural History Society, which runs 
the site. “We have a French member who was out 
at the site several times this year. We have 
members in Japan and England, and we’ve had 
visitors from Italy, Germany, Ecuador and 
Australia. This year we had visitors from New 
Zealand and Spain.”
The main attractions at the quarry site are creatures 
that ruled the Earth some 380 million years ago, 
when what is now Western New York was a 
tropical sea some 20 to 30 degrees south of the 
equator. Visitors can dig through an ancient sea 
floor that was compressed long ago from mud into 
stone, and unearth such ancient swimmers, crawlers 
and shelled creatures as trilobites and brachiopods.
The shales and gravels are rich with fossils. Best of 
all—especially for schoolchildren more used to 
“look but don’t touch” field trips—visitors get to 
keep the ancient creatures they find.
“I don’t think we’ll ever run out of fossils.” Bastedo 
tells those unfamiliar with the deeply layered 
deposits at the site. “It’s an inexhaustible supple.”
The moonscape-like quality of the site, a gash of 
gray stones and mud surrounded by increasingly 
developed residential and industrial neighborhoods,
belies its increasing popularity. There were about 
30,000 visitors in 1999 and 40,000 [in 2000]. 
[Bastedo expected about a 30 percent increase in 
2001.]
And that has triggered plans for an expansion of 
services. There are now two simple shelters, but the 
natural history society dreams of nature trails and a 
new visitor center, with exhibit and classroom space 
as well as amenities for day-long digging 
expeditions or night-long star-gazing outings at the 
site.
Hamburg Rep. Jack Quinn backs that idea, and is 
seeking a $50,000 federal grant to further the 
ambitious $1.75 million project. “It’s definitely 
worthwhile,” he said.
Few amateur geologists of fossil collectors would 
argue about the value of the expanding educational 
programs at the site. The Hamburg group’s efforts 
to acquire and preserve the old quarry drew 
widespread attention among enthusiasts, who worry 
about gaining access to privately owned lands from 
owners concerned about the scars left by digging.
It also doesn’t hurt that the local shales, both at the 
Penn-Dixie site and nearby Eighteen Mile Creek, 
long have been recognized worldwide as prime sites 
for some species of trilobites—small, three-lobed, 
armored creatures that were among the planet’s 
dominant life forms for millions of years longer 
than humans have ruled the earth.
Quarry operations in the 1960s scraped about 10 
feet of shale from the surface of the 57-acre site, 
and weather soon began unveiling fossils from the 
Devonian era. That drew museum paleontologists 
and local collectors alike in the 1970s, but decades 
of ownership changes also turned the property into a 
hot spot for unauthorized youth parties, trash 
dumping, target shooting and all-terrain vehicle 
driving.
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In the 1990s plans were made to preserve the 
property for educational uses, and in late 1995 the
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town bought the property. With the help o f Councilman 
Mark Cavacoli, a key supporter, the 2-year-old natural 
history society took ownership o f  32.5 acres, including 
the quarry pit. While the rest o f  the site was used by the 
town’s development agency for single-family housing, 
the naturalists hauled out five dumpsters o f  debris, more 
than 300 tires and the remnants o f  five abandoned cars, 
two boats, a motorcycle, a gold cart and a snowmobile.
The site now features two fossil pits, as well as ponds 
and wetland habitats, open during tours, special events 
and once-a-month “public days.”
Society volunteers also run astronomy and bird-watching 
programs , in addition to the fossil explorations.
[In 2001} 1,400 visitors turned out for Earth Science 
Day activities at the Penn Dixie Paleontological and 
Outdoor Education Center, and the group also welcomes 
bus-tour visits by amateur geology groups from
throughout the Northeast and as far south as Maryland.
“A lot o f  it is school groups, and we have a lot o f  Scout 
groups,” Bastedo notes. “Some o f them expect 
dinosaurs, but then they find these things and they learn 
they get to keep them, which most o f  the kids find 
simply astonishing.”
Occasionally the club will use some heavy equipment to 
open a new area for prospecting, society board member 
Tomas R. Johnston noted. But mostly visitors are 
simply free to dig in one o f  the fossil areas when the site 
is open. A new set o f explanatory signs installed nearby 
helps them determine for themselves just what secrets o f  
the past they’ve turned up.
“W e’ve had a lot o f  people come out, and it opens a 
whole new world and a whole new environment to 
them,” Bastedo added. “It’s sort o f  fun to watch their 
eyes light up.”
WANTED: NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
P.S. STRIMPLE AWARD
Information from the P.S. website
MAPS would like to enter a nomination for the Paleo 
Society’s Strimple Award and is looking fo r  member 
input on candidates. I f  you know o f  someone who fits  
the description below and can supply supporting docu­
mentation, please notify MAPS President Marvin Houg.
Know o f  an amateur who has furthered the field o f  
paleontology? The Strimple Award recognizes outstand­
ing achievement in paleontology by amateurs (someone 
who does not make a living full-time from paleontolo­
gy). Contributions may be an outstanding record o f  
research and publication, making outstanding 
collections, safeguarding unique paleontological 
materials through public service, teaching activities in 
the area o f  paleontology, and collaborations with others 
working in paleontology.
The nominations should include
1) nominee's full name, address, phone number (and 
email i f  available)
2) contact information for nominator
3) certification by the nominator o f  the amateur status 
o f  the nominee
4) description o f  the nominee's achievements in 
paleontology (not to exceed three pages)
5) supporting letters and other documentation, which 
will be bound and presented to the awardee.
ATTENTION AMATERUS: 
NOMINATE A PROFESSIONAL FOR 
MAPS’ RICHARDSON AWARD
A few years ago MAPS established the Eugene 
Richardson Award to honor a professional paleontologist 
who has significantly helped amateurs in their pursuits 
o f  paleontology. Joseph Emeility was the first recipient. 
The second award was given to Frank Perry in 2001.
Although the award was not intended to be given 
annually, we are sure there are many other professionals 
out there who have had a significant impact on amateurs. 
This is your chance to express your gratitude them for 
their assistance. Since we want the award to be 
meaningful, we ask that candidates have shown a 
commitment to a number o f  amateurs over a period o f  
years. If your know someone who fits that description, 
send MAPS President Marvin Houg his/her name and a 
list o f  what he/she has done for you and others you 
know. Then contact others who have benefited from 
his/her assistance and ask them to do the same. You can 
also ask your candidate to supple you with information 
on what he/she has done. Things to consider include 
help with identification, encouragement in collecting 
and/or in-depth study, help with or collaboration in 
publishing articles, sharing use o f  facilities and/or 
equipment, encouragement o f  young people and/or 
clubs, etc.
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FOSSIL STORAGE
By Sally Shelton
From Paleo Newsletter, Jean Wallace, Ed. 1/01
Use of Plastic Boxes?
Definitely test the boxes if you’re buying from 
someone you haven’t dealt with before, or buying a 
type of box that’s new to you, or if you’re not sure 
what the plastic is. We’re finding that lots of things 
being sold as “archival” aren’t, including photo 
sleeves and storage boxes. There are a few 
unscrupulous manufacturers out there (I say that 
with apologies to the many scrupulous ones) who 
use “archival” as part of the name and/or market 
containers to look as much like truly archival ones 
as they can get away with. A responsible manu­
facturer will tell you what the plastic is. A few 
others may refuse to tell you or may even give mis­
leading info. A salesperson may simply not know.
It’s very easy to figure out if the plastic is archivally 
stable or not. You need a scrap of the problem plas­
tic, a copper wire ~12 inches long with a small loop 
at one end, and a Bunsen burner or other lab burner 
with a clean flame showing a blue cone. Heat the 
loop in the blue part of the flame to bum off any 
contaminants, touch the hot loop to the plastic scrap 
to melt a sample onto the wire. Then put the loop 
back in the blue cone of the flame. If the sample 
bums with a spectacularly beautiful green color, 
you have a chlorine-containing plastic and should 
not use it for boxing, encapsulating or sealing 
specimens. If no, you may not have a perfect 
plastic, but at least it’s not the most unstable kind.
This is called the Beilstein test. For more 
information on plastic films and their stability, 
check out the SPNHC technical leaflet Guide to the 
Identification of Common Clear Plastic Films at 
http://www.geo.ucalgary.ca/spnhc/, following the 
links from “Publications”. What they say about 
film plastics also goes for thicker slabs of the same 
material used to make boxes, etc.
The amount of plastic used up in the Beilstein test is 
very, very small. It’s worth testing a sample before 
you buy a big order.
Also, be aware that chemical prep of fossils can 
cause problems in plastic-based storage. La Brea
material, for example, was often separated from the 
gummy asphalt matrix with 1,1,1-trichloroethane 
(“trike”). When these were placed in pharmacists’ 
plastic vials without being adequately cleaned, the 
trace trike melted the vials all over the fossils, 
inextricably in some cases (the plastic lost all its 
plasticizers and both shrunk and hardened as it 
flowed). A true nightmare.
Most clear rigid plastic boxes that I know of are 
OK. Plastic zip-type bags that are either 
polyethylene or polypropylene are OK. Mylar is 
OK and can be used to create custom-sized 
envelopes, but it does have sharp edges. If you’re 
using thinks along these lines, you should be just 
fine. If you’re using a flexible plastic and it “smells 
like plastic” (hard to describe, but I bet you know 
what I’m talking about), your alarms should go off. 
That odor means that the plasticizers are bleeding 
out of the plastic. Test the plastic.
The PVC plastics go dead and brittle in a few years. 
Don’t use ‘em, not for specimens and not for 
records. If you have valuable papers (from 
handwritten labels all the way up to legal 
documents), ask a preservation librarian about 
Mylar encapsulation. Never laminate important 
papers—encapsulate them. Lamination plastics 
can’t be undone and are unstable. Mylar 
encapsulation can be easily undone when you must 
handle the original document, and is chemically 
inert. Lamination is OK for short-term protection 
of less important papers (things you’re going to be 
handing around a classroom or using in the field), 
but it’s no good for legally or historically important 
stuff.
It all depends on how much you want to invest in 
your collection. I always recommend putting your 
investment in the storage media that are in most 
direct contact with the specimen (archival plastics, 
cardboards and foams).
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Create the best possible microenvironment, and the 
effects of the macroenvironment will be much 
reduced.
MAPS DIGEST Vol 2
PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING NEW OR REJOINING MEMBERS TO 
YOUR DIRECTORY:
Ed & Cathy Swiatovy 
469 Tee Taw Circle 
Sherman TX 75092 
903-892-6864
paleoman 1 ©worldnet.att. net
Engineering Consultant. Main interest Cretaceous sharks 
and marine reptiles. Member of Dallas Paleo Soc.
Jim Slezak & Pam Ohman 
275 Pembrook Ln 
Mundelein IL 60060 
847-646-5253 
Jsiezak@compuserv.com
Business Software Analyst. Major interest vertebrate and 
invertebrate fossils prep. Will trade if possible. Has for 
trade sweat equity for fossil scraps.
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES OF ADDRESS OR 
CORRECTIONS:
Christopher John AhYee
20 Bayley Street
Hamilton. 3300. Victoria
AUSTRALIA
55-71-2753
fit 55-71-1644
chris_ah_yee@hotmail.com
Stock & Station Agent. Main interest Australian fossils, esp. 
echinoids. Will trade. Has for trade Australian echinoids plus a 
few odd other Australian fossils. (Limited numbers). Member of 
Fossil Collectors Assoc, of Australia.
Randy Faerber 
7854 Darnell St.
Lenexa KS 66216-3704
913-268-6786
wk 913-762-1390
randy. a. faerber@mail. sprint.com
Senior Systems Analyst. Main interest ammonites & echinoids. 
Secondary interests fossil shells; shark teeth; plants (esp. 
wood); insects; vert.; & comparative paleo. Also any well- 
defined fossils. Wants to learn from contact & meet others 
w/same interests.
Sam Leming 
4721 Dancer Dr 
Indianapolis IN 46237 
317-784-7053 
samleming@cumcast.net
Colleen Lund 
12824 Pheasant Run 
Burnsville MN 55337 
cjlund@aol.com
Retired. Will not trade. Major interest vertebrate paleontology.
Darlene (Faerber) McDonald 
2366 Elkridge Circle 
Highland MI 48356 
248-889-7813
Medical Receptionist.
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ADVERTISING SECTION
Ads are $5.00 per inch. Send information and checks payable to 
MAPS to : Mrs. Gerry Norris, 2623 34th Avenue Ct., Rock Island, 
IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6505 
This space is a $5.00 size.
To extend currently running ads, please send request and remittance to Editor 
by the 15th of the month. We do not bill. Ads do not run in the EXPO issue 
(April). Ads can be printed in different sizes o f type to fit a 1" space._______
1 am looking for two large DISPLAY QUALITY FOSSILS and will either pay 
cash for them or trade some excellent vertebrate material. The first is the glass 
sponge Hydroceras sp found in the Eastern USA’s Late Devonian, typically found 
as a cast. (European specimens of this genus extend into the Carboniferous.)
The second is a really nice Cycad fossil for a cabinet. The species and locality are 
not important. 856-785-0001 or
<cpsgo40@aoLcom>_____________________________________________
Civer 9/1/1 M useum  Renting* Fn ssils
The Museum Where You Can Purchase Every Exhibit
1-800-822-6788 L
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The Mid-America Paleontology Society (MAPS) was formed to promote popular interest in the subject of 
paleontology; to encourage the proper collecting, study, preparation, and display of fossil material; and to assist 
other individuals, groups, and institutions interested in the various aspects of paleontology. It is a non-profit 
society incorporated under the laws of the State of Iowa.
Membership in MAPS is open to anyone, anywhere who is sincerely interested in fossils and the aims of the 
Society.
Membership fee: $20.00 per household covers one year’s issues of DIGESTS. For new members and those who 
renew more than 3 issues past their due date, the year begins with the first available issue. Institution or Library fee 
is $25.00. Overseas fee is $20.00 with Surface Mailing of DIGESTS OR $30.00 with Air Mailing of DIGESTS. 
(Payments other than those stated will be pro-rated over the 9 yearly issues.)
MAPS meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of October, November, January, and March and at EXPO in April. 
A picnic is held during the summer. October through March meetings are scheduled for I p.m. in Trowbridge Hall, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. One annual International Fossil Exposition is held in April.
The MAPS official publication, MAPS DIGEST, is published 9 months of the year— October through April, 
May/June, and July/August/September. View MAPS web page at http://midamericapaleo.tripod.com/
President: 
1st Vice President: 
2nd Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer (Send Dues To): 
Membership: 
Directors:
MarvinHoug, 3330 44th St. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Dale Stout, 2237 Meadowbrook Dr. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
Gilbert Norris, 2623 34th Avenue Court, Rock Island, IL 61201 
Alberta Cray, 1125 J Avenue NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
Sharon Sonnleitner, 4800 Sunset Dr. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 
Dale Stout, 2237 Meadowbrook Dr. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
Tom Walsh (02), Allyn Adams (03), Blane Phillips (04)
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